8 500N as you sit down at his ta-

ble, Aditya Javdekar of develop-
o ers Vilas Javdekar & Associates

places what looks like a crum-
pled ball of paper before you. You smooth
out the ball and confront a list of shocking
factoids about the state of the earth today
You're a little nonplussed. Z8-year-old Ja-
vilekar doesn't look like the quintessential
khodi clad environmental activist. But
then, he isn't. Turns out the crumpled ball
is part of a brochure for his company’s lat-
est project, Palash, The Green Commune,
that’s coming up-at Wakad.

“You know, any town. metro, or village
will have more homes than factories. But
even in the US, where people set up green
commercial buildings, they haven't really
looked at homes. Now for the first time,
an organisation in India, the Science and
Technology Park of the University of
Pune, has taken the initiative to address
homes. They are creating eco housing
norms for Pune and under that, you have
to earn 1000 points to be rated a S-star
project. We have made design and utility
provisions so we will be at that five star
rating,” says Javdekar who reveals that
the company headed by his father has
been attempting to be innovative for a
while now.

“Mothing much has changed in the last
40 years since construction first became
a business in India. Compared to other
industries, there has been no innovation

Going

your buildings are oriented with the stin
path and the wind directlon, how vour
urtarayan and dekshinavan are... All this
comtributes largely to how your building
exterior shapes up. Bioclimatic architec-
fure, materials and water management
are all part of it." says Javdekar who
reveals that witluu Falash “one drop of

e

' Aditya Javdekar of Vilas

ids in §t, get mised This is directiy joined
Into your drainage. which then goes into
the river 5o essentially, right now vou
have a big putter flowing through the ity
The toxicity in the river is 5o high that it
cannot support vegetation or life forms,”
he says,

“Omr irlm is that water will be Ttl::.'{']l.‘li

Javkar &

Assuslates tells Manjula Narayan that
| fem*:r?nenclly housing can make a real
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in construction materials or methodology
Wi knew that something had to change;
that an industry which isasubstantial por-
tion of the GDP could not be so inactive in
research and development,” says Javdekar
who adds that he first really thought about
eco friendly housing two vears ago while
attending a seminar at Hyderabad’s CII
Complex, which, incidentally, is India's
first platinume-rated green building. An-
other seminar addressed by Dr Zende, pro-
gramme manager for the United Nations
Environmental Programme, where he
-spoke about carbon emizsions and their
future impact. convinced him onee and for

all that ecohousing was the way to go.
i m with gite planning and in-
hitectural layout, how

water will be reused at least two times”,

“As a result of global warming and the
melting of the glaciers, our water sources
are eventually going to shrink. With the
population increasing every day, we will
need to be a more careful with water. A wa-
ter management sysbem will ensure that
vour contact water, which is what you use
to bathe or wash vour hands, gets reused
as flush water

This flush water will then be sowage
treated and used for things like garden.
ing and ¢ar washing. So there will be two
separate water treatment planis for the
grev and black waters,” savs Javdekar
who feels passiopately about the current
state of the Mula Mutha. “Right now, grey
and black water, which is water with sol-

within the complex so that vou use less
water per person per day. To a large cx-
tent, we will also try to use water from the
bore well, which will be treated to make
it fit to drink and for personal use. That
way, you're not putting any pressure on
civic amenities and there'll hardly be any
drainage let out into the corporation,” he
8aYs.

And that's not all. Household garbage
will be segregated and taken to the
plant where it will be converted into
biogas, which will then be used as an en
ergy source to run the 'Commune’s’ water
pumps and perhaps even for water heating
or coaking.

“It's very easy for us to sell 330 flats in
toeday ‘s market. But the engineering chal-
lenge was to make the houses affordable.
The common person who is otherwise go-
ing to buy a home in that bracket should
be able to afford iL” says Javdekar who
admits that the flats are “about 10 percent
costlier than the average”.

But that's only at the acguisition level
“If vou consider that zomeone will in a
flat for a span of 10 vears, then youw'll see

that it's going to be mixch cheaper becagss
maintenance costs will be tremendously
lower,” he savs adding that the most
important thing about the project is the
fact that the buollding management sys-
tems will operate at “a very subconscions
level”,

“There might be times when you might
not be 100 percent eco friendly: Mistakes do
happen and vou cannot have regimented
army-like living in a common residential
complex. |

That's why it's important to bulld eco- |
friendlinesy into the subconscious level
of the building management system. Sol
if you leave itie lights on, it's OK bocause
the energy is from a free source, whichels
renewable. Really, heing affordable and
putting subconscious ecofriendly systems
in place were the twe main challenges for
us,” says Javdekar who belleves that the
project will attract who belong to
a particular school m‘pﬁsﬂ

“That is why we've it ‘Palash,
the Green Commune’. We are planning
to have a community living kind of am-
biance. 50 if yvou don't subscribe to this
school of thought, you cannot be a part of
this. Becanse you cannot be the only one
littering around. That's why we're invit-
ing only those people on board who feel
as strongly about this as we do,” he says.
But ispt the construction boom itselll add-
ing to the planet’s woes?

“See, you cannot do away with construc-
tion tselfl because you need homes. You
can't go back to the stone age and start liv-
ing in caves. What we are trying to find iz
the best possible or least harmfal solution
in an wrban setting” he says earnestly
adding that the eco lounge attached to the
project will be the venue for exhibitions on
environmental subjects.

*This is a ghowease and in such a proj:
ect, the builder's involvement is much
larger and fhe intent is important. Maybe
I'm not the best persoti to speak to aboui
eco-friendly materials and about how ex:
perts are now thinking that bamboo with
its tensile strength can be combined with
concrete i construction. We have senim
technical people to take care of all that
But behind all this the builder’s intention
neads to be very strong,” he says adding
“The reason I'm doing this is because )
have a two-vear-old daughter and I don™
want her to go to college in an oxvgen
bubhble... Becanse that's how Itwill be in
the next 20 years."

S0 does this mean his homes will be
reserved for an intellectual elite, a more
evolved species of buyer?

"We're just looking af the globally
aware kind of person. You don't need to
be a seientist to choose an eco friendly
option. IF vou have ehiMdron 15 o shmiphe
ANSWET » Yes 0 no, You can either choose
to be eco friendly or not” he says
You can't help bat agre.
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